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gamblerw did. 8o 'twa'n't none surprisin

MAKING OPERATORS OUT
SAILORS AT THE BROOKLYN NAVY YARD

An Bloatrieal Class That Nas Turned Out Kundreds of Graduntes
to Meet the Growing Impertance of Flectrieity en Warships
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Ao a8 jndispencable man in the navy the
has made a place for himself
ssoond only to that of the chief gunner. Or,
e B8 more accurate, the place has been made
fér bhim by the developments of the last

yoam, and the Government has estab-

8 sohool to make a thousand or more
18 sallors competent for the new work.

, these men are acquiring an
and trpining which will solve
the problem of making a good
they quit the service. The
0 , I merely aport of by-
which the Navy Department is not
tereated.
is no longer cause for that old
that service in the navy doesn't
for anything else and may unfit
r everything else. Let him go into

eleotrical corps, if he is studious and
ambitions enough for the work, and when he
quits the ships there will be half a dozen
corporations trying to get his services.
filustrate, there is a chief electrician;
& pétty officer in the navy, now at work as
op insteuctor in the wireless telegraph
department of the school for electricians
a$ t8e Brooklyn yard who has had an offer
of $880 & month from one of the wirvless
: that have their headquarters
in this olty. That is more than the pay of
aCaptain in the ravy. As it is, the chief
elostriclan gets $70 a month,and, of course;
't g0 to the outside job before his
# §s up without being a deserter.
is another way of looking at  it.
y knew nothing about electricity
wireless telegraphy hefore he entered
The Government has given him
trainingand a comprehensive knowl-
all the various wireless systema
oould not have got anywhere else,
fs learning a profession as thoroughly
if he were in an expensive technological
sohool and getting a living,with the health
asll fun and experience that can't be got
by the Mndlubber thrown in.

Purthermore, this boy and others like
him are qualified by their achievements
in eisotnolty to go to the gunnery school and
theough that institution, eventually to
bestme commissioned officers. Bo they
hgve two careers opened to them--progress
toward high rank in the navy or success
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“tueivil life—and in either case they will

have the Government and the department’s
electrieal sohool at the Brooklyn navy
yard to thank for their success.

Thia school began In the smallest sort of
way soon after the Spanish war, when a
few apprentioos were sst to work in the
various shopa to learn something about
dynamos. Before that time electricity
wasa't much of a factor on the warships.
The guns and turrets and hoists were all
operated by steam or hydraulic power.

Nowadays electricity is depended on for
almoet everything ahoard ship, except turn-
ing the sorews, and practically all of the
Government vessels, not even exoepting
the amall torpedo boats, are equipped with
thelr wireless telegraph plants. (uns are
pointed and fired by electric power, ram-
mers are driven ‘home by it, turrets are
moved by it and the ammunition is holsted
by pressing a button.

The steering gear, of course, is eleotrio,
and so is the mechanism for holsting the
small boats. Dynamos furnish the power
for ocoaling ship which acoounts for the
speed acquired in the United Btates Navy
recently in filling the bunkers.

Neither ordinary nor able ssamen ocan
do all these things unless they have special
training; henoe the school at the Brooklyn
yard, under the direction of Capt. Emory
of the recelving ehip Henoock and urder
the immediate supervision of Lieutenant-
Commander J. F. Hubbard, who selects
the boys for the course acoording to their
preliminary promise of fitness, and then
geos to it that they either keep up to the
mark for eix months of hard study and in.
vestigation or else got out to make room
for others.

The class consists of anywhere from
80 to 100 men at a time, and there is
no difficulty in keeping it fllled. Of the
85,000 enlisted men now ip the navy there
are dbout 1,000 who are graduates of the
eleotrioal sohool. Some of them finished
their course before wireless telegraphy was
added to the ocurriculum, and they have
had themselves transferred to the navy
yard so that they might take a post-gradue
ate course in wireless.

It bas been estimated by the Bureau of
Equipment and other maval authorities
that at least 6 per cent. of the ocrew of each
ship should be electricians, so the total
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number of graduates is not yet quite ans
groat a4 desired by the department. When
the new battieship Connectiout, for
stance, goes into commission she will have
a crew of 1,000 men. Forty will bs trained
elect riclans. She should have fiftv.

Of the ninety men now in the school
nearly all enlisted from Western Htates;
but that only happened %o, éxpiained Lieut.
Hubbard, who said that the recruiting
officers had for the time being cleaned up
about all the desirable naval material on
the Atlantic coast and that for & while the
best supply would come from the interior.
1t is from the beat supply that the candidates
for the electrical corps are drawn.

A new sailor who wants to try for that
corps and can oonvince Capt. Emory or
Lieut. Hubbard that he has had some elec-
trical training or has some naturel qalifica-
cations for the work ia allowed to enlist
as an electriclan, third clase. He thereby
skips the lowest three grades in the navy,
those of landsman, ordinary seaman and
seaman, and 80, of course, gets rid of some
drudgery in the work aboerd ship; but
he also misees some of the advantages of
those three grades, at which the novice at
seagoing learns a lot about taking care of
himself and about the work of a sailor pure

and simple.
When theee third clasas eleotricians go to

sea they are experts, trained not only in
operating all the electrical machinery
aboard ship, but able to take it to pieces and
sot it up again and make necessary repairs.
Of course, every man aboard ship dabbles
a little in electricity—he can't helpit,because
nearly everything he touches is moved by
a current and he is bound to absorb a little
practical knowledge of the subjéct—but it
is the man from the school at the Brooklyn
yard who is used in an emergency.

All of the teaching is of necesaity individ-
ual, rather than in classes. This is so be-
cause of the wide range of qualifications
among the beginners. On the same day, for
instanoe, the naval class may receive a boy
who has had thorough theoretical tralning
in a sohool of technology but no practioal
experience, and another boy who has been
earning a living at dynamo tending but,
8o far as book learning goes, couldn't work
out simple fractions. Both are valuable,
but require different treatment.

The boy from the school of technology,
after passing an examination and proving
that he really knows what hé hae said he
knew, is set at work on the machinery to |
apply his theories. The other begiuuer is |
put in a corner on the second floor of the |
equipment building with a dozen more
pupils to learn from text books the whyw |
and wherefores of the machinery they |
have become famillar with, ‘

These two boys may not meet till, near
the end of their course, they come together
in the wireless telegraph room when they !
will learn to send and receive on all the
various foreign and American instru-
ments that have been invented, an 4, further-
more, learn how to duplicate those outfits
and to explain every detall of them in writ-
ing and with dlagrams. Absolute thor-
oughness, both practical and theoretical,
is the most striking characteristic of the
school.

Applicants received in the class also
include boys who have acquired a taste for
eleotrioity from their jobs at stringing wires
on poles and have coupled with that the old
romantio longing to go to sea, which even
the age of eleotricity hasn't been able to
squelch in normal healthy youngsters.
Then there are older men who are qualified
electrical engineers who want to go to sea,
too, or want to study more and can't afford
to pay tuition. Western Union operators
and railroad telegraphers who are tired of
office work are also among the reoruits.

The school, which has grown from a little
nucleus of sailors about & dynamo whioh

| shop and dynamo room, and it is here that

belonged to another department altogether | a0 are the truck and mast headlighte with

to a recognized institution at the navy yard, |
now has three hig rooms for its exclusive

use in one of the equipment bureau's build- |
ings. On the ground floor is the machine |

the sailor, except in cases requiring speocial
treatrent, begins hia course,

Here he learns, first, how to run every-
thing electrical and, secondly, how to make
and repair whole machines or their parts.
He becomes an expert with a lathe and
Jearns how to wind an armature.

An old dynamo which had been aban- [ sketches, show the whole thing from the |

doned for junk was sent up from the Norfolk

Navy Yard the other day and found its ' where the mebsage is received from or '

way into the electrical school. The sailoss'
class was turned looss on it and in two
days had that dynamo in working order.

The setsa of a French wireless system
which were tried with the Government's
consent at Sandy Hook failed to get any
ocommunication whatever with incoming
ships. The layout was sent to the Brook-
lyn navy yard for storage, and there the
wireless students of the navy tackled it
and sywoceeded in putting itin communica-
tion, something that the Frenoh operators
who had brought the apparatus over to this
oountry had falled to do.

There is, also, in the dynamo and lathe
room a ocomplete layout of awitohboards,
indicators and outouts,with their connneo-
tlons, with all the lights, whistles, bells and
gear that are operated by eleotricity on a |
battleship. Searohlights are a special sub- |

' with reference to the text books.
; sailor must be ready to explain why, at any |
| moment, such a thing is so and must |

the electric pulsators, essential for the
safety signals when vessels are manceu-
vring in squadron formation.

All the work in this departiment is don;
Eac

keep a record of his day's work in his log.
Above the dynamo room is another room,
fully as large, filled with charts and dia-

| grams of wireless telegraph systems. These |

blue prints, supplemented in pen and ink
power oreating dynamo to the aerial,

psent into the ether. The work in this room
oconsists principally of investigating the
dogen or more systems, studying the co-
herer, which made wireless telegraphy of

some commercial benefit, and learning the |

code. This part of the course develops
the sailor as a draughtsman.

The code adopted in the sohool is the
Morse Continental.
troduction of wireleas into the navy the De-
partment tried and adopted some modifi-

| cation of the regular naval code which is

used in the light and flag wigwagging sig-
nals, but it was too slow. With the Morse
Continental code for the wireless talk be-
tween ships secrecy oan be secured without
sacrificlng speed in communication by the
simple trick of shifting all the letters one
place to the right or left.

For instance, the commander of one squad-

jeot of investigation by the students, and I ron oan; by preliminary agreement, make

At the outset of the in- |
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Win A st d for B, then B il be € and © =)
e B, and s on afl through the alpha e

For o month'a operition A eold be R oon
the firet day of the month and A conld e
o the sonnd day. D on the third and &
on throughout the tmonth, the rest of the
nlptabet pashing aheydl one plioe avery
day In seoord wit's the movements of A
It would be imposiiile for the operator
o i hostile ship to foud the ¢ ocle aven if he
wtole the messges

For all that, the pavial authorities are
sroplion] about the utility of Lhe wircles
telograp’ in war times, not heaause of any

Iack of meerecy, but beciuse of the confusion
canmed by (wo or more systerns.  Maroon|

| haws asserted that he could tims his instr.

ments 5o that they would not Le affected in
any way by the operation of other aystems,
but he has not succee ed o dolng that

yet, and some naval officers don’t think that
the thing oan be done
| *That is the weak point in wireless," said
| an officer of the navy at the Brooklyn yurd
| the other day, “and there | little chance of
its being eliminated. As a matter of fact
all the wireless cammunication about this
| port is carried on by eourtesy and suffer-
ance,

“ Any operator employed by any one of the
half dozen companies can throw out all the
rest by simply keeping his key going con.
stantly and not giving the others a chance,
As it is each operator listens, and when no
mekdages are in the air tries to send what
he has on hand. Then be waits awhile to
give some one else a olfance.”

Eventually there will have to be Govern.
ment supervision to control the business
at a port like New York. Any one with
$300 to spend could put up an aerial and
a battery over here in Brooklyn and put
everybody out of business,

“That's what happened a while ago at
Newport, when an ambitious boy who
| wanted to be an eleotrician put up a pole
and connected it with a battery.out of an
old automobile. For a week the Govern-
ment operators at Newport couldn't eend
or receive a message that could be read.

“Then they investigated and found the
boy, who was ignorant of the trouble he had
caused.”

That boy is now a student in the electrical
school at the Brooklyn yard, and he is
| expected to be a useful man in the navy.

There has heen complaint that the Statue
of Liberty in the upper bay interfered
with wireless messages, but that is not so;
say the naval operators. They do com-
| plain, however, of the trolley cars on the
Brooklyn Bridge. Every time the little wheél
| on the end of a car's trolley pole begins to
| sizzle and spit green sparks the boys who
| are learning to send and receive in the
| navy yard get a string of meaningles
| flashes from their aerial on top of the equip-
| ment building.

The new petty officer's emblem designed
for the blouse sleeve of the sailor who be-
comes chief eleotrician oonisiste of three
red bars and a white globe encircled by
Jines, which, the wearer explains, indicate
electric currents.
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RINGER IN
A POKER GAME

Mistake of Two Professional Gam-
blers on a Mississippi
River Packet.

-
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In them old time days you was
askin' about,” said Caleb Mix, the
véteran bartender on the Missisaippi
River Packet City of Natohez, “there was a
tel'sbld olear notion as how the gamblers
that travelled the boate—an' there was a

on 'em as did—all knowed one an-

, an' more'n that, as how they all
steod In together when there was any
suckers to be did up.

“] ain't a-sayin' but what that was some
olo#e to bein' correct. They was a heap
likke a pack o' wild dogs, an' when there was
agheep to be pulled down, they just natur-

ally ran together. It were on'y when they
wi'n't ho sheep in sight 't the dogs 'd eat
ope another.

“There was times, though, when there
wak some oconfusion, bein' as how some
p'fetaional 'd happen along 'thouten any
previous iatroduction. Jest nafurally he'd
bold hiseélf up f'r a sucker, reck'nin' on
terflin' the game ag'in t'other p'fessionals
afore they'd tumble.

"“Phere was one on 'em that come ta be
knowed as Harry Bixby after 't come
abodrd the old Bayou Belle at Vicksburg
one night an' stirred up more hell inside
o' the first five hpurs 'n there had been
&an the boat f'r a year afore.

_“He was a tall, fine lookin' chap with
jet black Bhir an' eyes, an' his eyes snapped
liké firecrasckers when he looked at you
sidden. He was dressed elegant, but that
wA'n't n¢ wure sign. Some o' the p'fes-
dlanals used to dress as fine as the richest
swelle in the hull valley, an' the gentlemen
usétl to wear nigh as much jewelry as the

to pte the long gold chain he bad around
his peok, nor the big diamond styd he had
im hls shirt. His clo'es was black broad-
¢loth, an' hia linen was the finest. ;
“He played his part all right. ~After
nplcr he went out on the upper deck and
walked up an' down, dignified as you please,
' his cigar an' not speakin' to nobody
tift Jim Rebinson come up to him an' as't
A if ha'd care to take a hand in & little
o' draw poker 't some o' the passen-
was a-tryin' to get up to pass away
time.
binsdn and his side partner, Joe
Résler, was travellin' strictly on business,
thelr business bein' draw poker, an' they
wis thé passengers 'twas tryin' to get up
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the game, but there wasn't no explanations
as't for. Likely there wa'n’t none needed,
so far as Bixby was ooncerned. 'Peared
like he was some ruffled at a stranger takin'
the liberty o' talking to him, but after he'd
hesitated a bit, an' looked at Robinson kind
o' doubtful, he answered him some haughty,
an’' said he 'lowed he mought as well set in
;:;. play, as to walk 'round alone on the

‘Reeler had catohed two travellin' men
f'm the North, 't 'peared to look on Mis-
sissippi River poker like it was a kinder-
garten diversion, an’' they had a five handed
game right away.

“Draw poker was quite some different
then {'rm what 'tis now, but you don't want
to make no mistake. There was them 't
made a study of it them days, same as there
has been since, an' they was sure soientifio.
I reckon there hain't never been three hetter
ﬁll‘:l‘l 'n this Bixby an’ Robinson an'

eeler, but, o' oourse, there's modern tricks
't they didn't know nothin' about, an'
some o' the things they did know wouldn't
g0 to~day with second rate gamblers.

“¥F'rinstance, BixLy was the firet man I
ever seen deal himself a card outen the
middle o’ the deck. 1 was a-watchin' hh'nl
bein’ some suspicious owin' to him hein
80 all-fired cool when Robinson an' Keeler
was playin' what you mought call a extra
p’ essional game. "Twa'n't none surprisin’

t the other two didn't notice, them bein’'
No'theners, but ' to me like a South-

ern ' gentleman had ought for to know
enough about poker to know 4 p‘fessional
when he pla with him

“Ro I watohed Bixbzosoma close, an' I
seen tol'able soon 't likely know'd as
muoh as anybody was goin’ show him
about draw poker. Then I seen him deal
that card {'m the middle o’ the deck. Well,
just nat&ully you oouldn’t ha' drove me
nwn‘{wi after that.

*Mebbe it mought ha' been half an hour
after the game started when one o' them
travellin’ men caught a pat flush on Keeler's
deal. It were his pal's ante, an’ he come
in, o' ocourse, byt havin' some sense even
if e was a No'thener, he didn’t raise, set-
tifi' where he did

“Robinsdn stayed and Bixby down
so it were the dealer's say, an' he raised
it,ten dollars, there bein' five in the pot

up to that. They was playin’ a dollar ante,
oalls two.

e ante man he skint his cards careful,
an' findin' nothin' much, figgered 't there
wa'n't no use puttin’ in eleven dollars more
jmumuw he had one dollar in a'ready,
86 he foided

“Just mm:lly the with the flush
was easy in ‘his mind. He keen the
ralse an' made it ten more.
“I' didn't see no signals f'm Feeler to
‘ an' I can't say what Robinson
had, but I reckon he knowed well enough
it au up to him to stapd by on Keeler's
, an' he ﬁmt up his money ch an'
tu‘npv- eeler another ohancet. Him
havin’ the teal didn't look novunl oon-
oerned, but he p'tended to study his cards
re mﬁ: or two an' then says, sort o'
o

“ ] reckon this here is mebbe worth
a little more,’ an' he h'isted it twenty,

’

ten.

“ ‘Suits me, says the No'thener, quite
gay, an' he seen the twenty an’ put in fifty
more,

“Then, o' course, it was up to Robinson
to look anxious, but after a couple o' min-
utes, he says, { ain’t goin' to be drove out

now, he o8 good.

“Well, Keeler, he studied again, like he
was almighty pussled, but finally he just
made , an’ picked up the to serve
the draw.

“Q' course, the No'thener he stood pat.
Robinson took one card an' Keeler took
two. Just naturally I looked for to see
fours in Keeler's hand if it come to a show-
down, but I was wrong. What he had
was a full.

“I must say that No'therner knowed
some poker. He bet a white chip, an
Robinson seen it. 'Twa'n’t time f'r him
to drop yet. So Eeeler he bet a hundred.

“Tha No'therner on'y had about fifty in
front of him, but he'd been diggin' once
or twice afore an' we all thought he had no
more money. He went through his clo'es
again, though, an' pulled out thirty-five
more, &n' says:

“‘I'll call f'r that. It's all I have.'

“Well, o' oourse Rgbinson didn't have
no call to play no more, 8o he dropped an’
Keeler showed his full. That put the man
with the flush out o’ the game an’' him an’
his pal looked at one another. It was
‘;)Aln enough 't they wanted to play more,

ut I reckon his pal had a short wad, so
the two on 'em got up.

“‘Now,' rays Rixby, as cool as a chunk
of ioe, when them two quit, ‘now we'll
have a game f'r blood.

“An' he pulled a Inrf: wad outen his
pocket an' put it on the table. The others
Jlooked at him kind o' surprised, an' Keeler
didn't sav néthin’, but Robinson sgavs, ‘Oh,
very well,' as 0ool as Rixby, an' piokin' up
the deck he dealt the next hand.

“Bixby put up a five dollar ante, oallin
ten, but nobody made no objmlon an
when Keeler'd looked at his cards he come
in. Robinson made it ten more, an' Bixb
made good 'thouten havin' looked at hz
cards. It were ruther a ocur'ous thing to
do an' Keeler looked at him tol’able sharp,
like he was thinkin’ o' raisin' it again afore
the draw, but g.be was he thunk better of

in the pot afore the
draw, makin' it look like it was f'r blood,
sure enough, but they was all as calm as
{f 'twas 60 cents. Bixby he skint his cards
down, deliberate, an’' called f'r two. Keeler
three an' Robinson one,

L] 'PurYd like Keeler'd bettered, for he
n a fifty as soon as he seen his

wan't skeered

n at Robinson's one w, an'
ivin' Bixby oredit {'r t , It looked
ﬂllu Koeler'd made threes big enough to

ve ovonfidence in,
“Robinson looked like he wanted to raise,
but didn't want to . He

eharp afore he lifted his cards, but
he'd seen 'em he throwed in two k
an' fifty, makin' & raise o' two hundred.
It was too strong for Kesler an’ he throwed
dow?'hh but Robinson says:

I 'llnothdn'comﬂwh\mdnd

more.
“Bixby never quivered. :

| Hold on, therel

® ‘A thousand better than you,' he says,
an' throws in the money.

“Then Robinson pondered a long time.
Then he oussed a little, soft an' under his
breath. Finally he says:

* ‘Well, you may have fours, but I've got
to call you,' an' he shows down aoe full.

* ‘Just what I have,' sald Bixby, showin'
(ot.x{( totl:: an' taki:; dtbo mﬁong A ,

esler was madder'n was, an
be says awful red in the face,’ books kind
o t}uaor, don't itY

“It was a bad break, an' I don't reckon
he'd 'a’ made it, on'y Bixby 'd boo? sot-
tin' so quiet while t, y was doln' funny
stunts with the No'therners 't 1 reckon
they'd come to think he was plain inno-

oent.

“If they had any such notion they got
over it sudden, f'r Bixby took it up quick.
1 was tellin’ you how his eyes snapyed.
¥ like dvou ¢'d fair hear 'em crack
when he said:

“‘It did look queer, for a fact. You
must remember, tnough, it was your pal
dealt, I thought, when I saw him take
that third ace f'm the bottom of the deck,
't most likely he had me beat, but
; Hands up!’

“They'd both etarted up an' was pullin’
their guns when leb{ flashed one in each
hand an’ had them both covered afore they
c'd get their weapons fairly out.

“* ‘Keep quiet a minute, please,’ says
Bixby. ‘It's bad manners for to interrupt
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LUB COCKTAILS can’t help
being good. They’'re made by
measure—not guesswork.

The liquors are always the finest
—always uniform—always aged af-
ter mixing—a perfect result.

They aremadeto bringmore busi-
ness—what cares the bartender
about his mixture?

Ordera CLUB.

Just stran through
cracked ice and serve.

d S"w‘:n vm:uﬁu; eachone
elicious—o -
cers and ded:n.'w‘ "

@. F. HEUBLEIN & BRO.
Sele Prepay

Barttord Jow Yuk Zunden

a gentleman when he's talkin'. I was
about to say 't @ man 't can’t give hisself a
oard f'm the bottom thouten bein’ seen, an'
don't know the deck no better'n to give
another man four tens, is a monstrous osoor
dealer. 'Pears like he hain't fgot no 1 to
play in a grown man's game,

“He kept his eyes dancin’ fr'm one to the

other an' his both p'inted steady f'r
a ute, an' then he said:

* I reckon you don’t want to fight. You've

ur lesson, an’ I don’t thi ou want

po more with me. How if we have

to
a bottle of wine? Bring a bottle an' three
go 8 . The gentlemen are going
drink with me to & better acquaintance.’
“An' that's what they did. Keeler an'
Robinson wa'n't no chumgﬂ. if they wa'n't
in the same olass with Bixby in poker.
They knowed when they’'d enoufh
an' they spent the rest o' the evening drinkin’
wine. More'n that, they was al'ays good
friends afterwards 's fur 's I know.”

SAN FRANCISCO LOOTERS.

Searchers for Valuables Among the Rulns
of the City.

From the dun Fianciaco Chroniele,

Looters are sald to far outnumber the
guards in the burned district, and it is believed
that it may be necessary to reissue the first
order to kill on sight any one without aue
thority caught grubbing among the ruins,
The crack of a sentry's rifla followed by the
sight of a man tumbling face down in the
ashes and lying still was found to be highly
efficacious in deterring others from following
his example.

It is reported that the greater part of the
looters come from across the bay, carrying
sult cases, telescope baskets, gunny eacks
or anything that will conceal their loot. Pawn
shops, Jewelry stores and the establishments
carrying the finer lines of bronres and porce-
lain are the objective points of the looters,
which leads to the conclusion that it (s value
and not mementos for which they are gearch-
ing. Some of the hand painted porcelain,
having been subjected to great heat in the
decoration, passed through the firé almost
unscathed, and may readlly be converted
into cash, The ruins of the better class
family hotels and Chinatown have proved
frultful to the thieves, Thesq looters come
across the bay in swarms, eand it may be
necessary to refuse entrance to the city to
any one without a pass,

During the progreas of the fire a number
of merchants buried a part of their most
valuable stocks in their basements, and it is
for this the looters are searching, In some
{nstances they have been succesaful, and
many thousands of dollars’' worth of Jewelry
and ornaments have found their way Into
thelr bags, to be sold later on the atreets or
displayed on curio stands. The arrival of
reenforoements to the regular troops toay
permit the more thorough guarding of the
burned district and compel tho “sightseers”

to u:::g. in ‘%’r'm'unﬂ were
,g;%ﬁ'mﬁﬂ‘mﬁ' E . :ﬁ
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$60,000 ON A BILLIARD SHOT,

JOHN H. SHULTS BET A FAMOUS
HORSE ON HIS SKILL,

A Kentucky Horsemaon Wagered Another
—Shults Won, but Generously Saved
the Kentackian From Ruln—A Record
Bet on a Single Flay at Billlards.

“We are having a great rally among
the lovers of billiards in New York juat
now,” remarked a man who sat watchdg
Sutton make his record average in the
recent tournament at Madison Bquare
Garden, “and a lot of money will change
hands before it is over; but I ocan tell
you of a game of billiards which resulted
in a bigger wager than all these latter
ones put together.

“Furthermore, it was made on a single
shot, and the stakes were in value close
to $50,000. The story was told to me by
an eyewitness, who with another man
was the only spectator of this high play
with the lvories.

“Back in 1886, If my memory serves me,
there was a breeding farm for trotters
established on the Ooean Parkway in
Brooklyn by John H. Shults. He pur-
ohased a large road house, also, and fitted
it up as a residence. In one of the rooms

and his friends during the long winter
evenings. '

“Among the out of town visitors to Park-
ville Farm, as it was called, was W. H,
Wilson, who had a similar placs in Ken-
tyoky. He was a big, rAwboned man,
fond of more sports than horse racing,
with a reputation of belng handy with a
paok of cards as well as with a cue.

*With him was a veterinary surgeon
from the Blue Grass region, and they were
entertained in the royal fashion for which
their host was noted. After u capital
dinner, flanked by numerous oold quarts,
the party adjourned to the billiard room
for a smoke, and the Kentucky breeder was
invited to try his ekill against the master
of the Brooklyn farm.

“He made a good showing and the game
was a pretty olose one. After a fairly
good run, Wilson left the balls in a difficult
lineup and far apart on the rail. As Mr.
Shults stepped up for his innings his oppo-

nent said: ‘You don't expeot to count this
time?’

“‘Yes, of oourse I do," was the reply.
‘That'san easy one.'

“‘I'd like to bet you something you miss,’
said the Kentuokian.

* ‘How much? said his host.

“‘Oh, Jot's make it & boree,’ eald the
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he set np a billiard table to amuse himself |

Allwnl Beacon Incline, « I

“Not long before Wilson had secured &
valuable stallion in Persimmons, a #on
of the famous George Wilkes, to head his
studat Cynthiana, and when Mr. Shults sald
‘All right, Persimmons for me,' he was &
bit startled, for that meant the bulk of
his worldly chattels.

“He still thought he had a practical cinoh;
however, and, moreover, envied the Brook-
lyn breeder the possession of that good
sire, Pancoast, for whom Shults had paid
$28,000 at auction a short time before. Here
seemed the chanoe of a lifetime to land a
big prize, so Wilson snapped at the sug-
gestion, and promptly said:

* Tt'sa go if you put Pancoast up agains
my horse.’ :

“So the big wager was made in a jiffyi
and Wilson, who now fancied he had &
‘moral’ on the other man's valuable trotter,
suggested they put it in writing. That was
agreeable to Mr. Shulte, and a memorandum
of the bet was duly drawn up and signed by
both principals, with the veterinary surgeon
and the superintendent of Parkville Farm
as witnesses,

“Then the cool old gentleman with the
white hair and mustache took up his cue,
chalked it carelessly and with a powerfu
push of an iron arm sent the ball spinning
across from the ébject ball to the thirdone
as if he were making a straight carom.
Then he turned to his guest with a merry
twinkle {n his keen blue eye and found the
latter propped back againat tha wall for
support, léoking as w‘iﬂte about the gills
as his own oollar.

“ ‘What's the matter, Wileon?' raid he

“ ‘1 did—didn't think you could comé
within a yard ofthat shot,' stammered
the tall Kentuckian, who saw ruin staring
him in the face as the result of his Furé
thing proposition.

“ ‘That’s all right, my boy,' raid his 0on°
queror with a reassuring emile ‘Youre
my guest and as I never missed a crost
table shot like that it wouldn't be fair to
take your horse. We'll hava wnother
bottle and rall it off.’

“Then Wilson came back to carth with 8
sigh of relief that could have been heard
down at Coney Island, accepted the inyie

tation like a man who had been on 'R:
water wagon for a year and tore "pqa:nh
a (

memorandum as if it had been
warrant.

“All the same, he really stood to '”“h“{
lose a couple of pieces of horseflosh tha
were then worth at least the $30,000 [ men-
tioned before—and that was on a s [I'aT¥
stroke of & cue at a billiard table Ilr
a true tale and surely a record hreake
among bets of that kind.”

4 Musie by Prof. Plano. 'R

From the Poughkeepsie News Prest .
Prof. Henry Plano of Fishkill Landing hat &;
posed & twostep which ho has designated A ;

"




